
In Memoriam:   
Captain Axel Larsen (1906-1995) 
 

Captain Axel Larsen was born in 
Taasinge, Denmark, on October 
22, 1906.  The Larsen family 
owned a shipping company, and 
like his father and uncles, young 
Axel was a sailor. In 1926, he 
immigrated to the United 
States, landing in New York.  
Before long, he headed west, 
seeking better opportunities.   
 
A pretty young lady caught his 
eye in North Dakota, and Axel’s 
migration was interrupted for a 
few years. He married Marvelyn 
and they had two sons, Alan 
and Harlen, before heading west 
again, aiming for Seattle.  
Somehow the Larsen family 
found their way to Newport 
Beach instead, and in 1938 Axel 
turned back to the sea for a 
livelihood.  The 1930s and 
1940s were boom years for 
commercial fishermen, with 
ever-increasing demands for 
seafood and shark liver oil, and 
Captain Larsen prospered.  Two 
daughters, Diane and Sharon, 
were added to the young family. 
 

In 1949, he built the 44-foot wooden F/V Skagerrak, named for Skagerrak 
Straits, in his Scandinavian homeland.  For the next fifteen years or so, 
Captain Larsen fished the Skagerrak, trolling for albacore tuna, and fishing 
with gill nets for white sea bass and halibut.   According to tradition, his two 
sons began fishing with their father practically as soon as they could walk.  
Both went on to become successful commercial fishermen, as did many of 
his grandchildren. 
 

Captain Axel Larsen.  In the background his grandson, 
David Kubiak, is at the hoist, and the big F/V Skagerrak 
is at the dock. 



In 1968, Captain Larsen moved to Texas, where he fished for shrimp with 
his son-in-law, Don Kubiak on a new 68-foot steel F/V Skagerrak.  After 15 
years in Texas, he returned to California, with his fishing vessel, via the 
Panama Canal.  Accompanying him on the adventure were sons Alan and 
Harlen, son-in-law Don Kubiak, and grandsons Curtis Larsen and David 
Kubiak, on three large fishing vessels, the F/V Cassie, a 76-foot wooden 
trawler built by Desco Marine for Captain Larsen and named for his 
granddaughter Cassie Kubiak (Captain Alan Larsen at the helm), the F/V Lille 
Baelt, a 68-foot aluminum trawler built by Squyres Boat Building (Captain 
Harlen Larsen at the helm), and the big Skagerrak.  The Larsen and Kubiak 
clan went on to fish these boats in California for many, many years. 
 
Captain Larsen fished for albacore tuna, shrimp, white sea bass, and halibut. 
Although he retired from active fishing in 1985, Captain Larsen continued to 
own fishing vessels and was a visible presence on the Morro Bay waterfront 
for many years.  He passed away on June 15, 1995, and is remembered 
fondly by all who knew him. 
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