
In Memoriam: 
 
Captain Don “Butch” Knapp (1940-2010) 
 

Santa Barbara native Don “Butch” Knapp 
never even considered doing anything but fish 
for a living.  At the age of ten, he was already 
fishing with his father, Captain Robert Knapp. 
By the time he was in his teens, the call of the 
sea was too strong, and Captain Knapp left 
high school, never bothering to finish.  The 
lessons he would need to survive could not be 
taught on land. 
 
For the next 60 years, Captain Knapp fished 
the Pacific Coast.  In the early part of his 
career, he called Santa Barbara home, but in 
the 1990s he relocated to Morro Bay, where 
he spent the remainder of his life. 

 
Captain Knapp has two children, a daughter, Joey Knapp (Larson), and a 
son, Mark Knapp. Although Mark fished with his father as a young man and 
would have loved to continue the family tradition, by the time he was old 
enough to consider a career move, fishing no longer held the promise of a 
reliable future. 
 
Captain Knapp loved fishing and everything about it.  In the 1980s, he was 
joined in his endeavors by Pam Daniels, fishing in partnership first on his 54-
foot trawl vessel the F/V Katherine out of Santa Barbara and later on the 42-
foot troll vessel F/V Pamela J.  In the latter part of his life, Captain Knapp 
bought the 32-foot fiberglass F/V Pelican, and limited his fishing to salmon 
trolling on Estero Bay. 
 
Over the years, Captain Knapp harpooned swordfish, trawled for halibut, 
rockfish, sole, ridgeback shrimp, spot prawns and sea cucumber; trolled for 
salmon and albacore; netted anchovies with lampara; and longlined rockfish. 
 
A fixture on the Morro Bay waterfront for almost twenty years, he is sorely 
missed. 
 

“Shut Up & Fish”: Captain Don 
"Butch" Knapp (1940-2010), F/V 
Katherine.  Photo by Pamela Daniels. 



       
 

1.  Captain Butch Knapp pulls the “pucker string” on a good haul of sea 
cucumbers onboard the F/V Katherine fishing in the Santa Barbara 
Channel.  Photo by Pam Daniels. 

2. Butch takes time out from sorting the tow to pose with an unexpected 
visitor, a small Ocean Sunfish that afterwards swam happily away.  
Photo by Pam Daniels. 

3. For Butchie, Pam clowns with sea cucumbers.  Photo by Don Knapp. 
 
All photos ca 1990.  
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