
Meet Pam Daniels 
 
One thing is for certain – commercial 
fishing was not on the agenda for 
Massachusetts native Pam Daniels’ 
when she moved to Santa Barbara in 
the early 1970s. However, Pam found 
affordable housing for herself and her 
daughter, Jessica, on a sailboat in the 
harbor, and the rest is history. 
 
In the 1980s, Pam began what would 
be a 13-year partnership fishing 
commercially with Don “Butch” Knapp 
(1940-2009), first on board the F/V 
Katherine, a 54-foot trawl vessel based 
out of Santa Barbara, and later on the 
42-foot F/V Pamela J.   
 
Over the years, Butch and Pam trawled 
for halibut, sole, ridgeback shrimp, 
spot prawns and sea cucumber; they 
also made one swordfish trip on the 
Katherine.  On the Pamela J, the team shifted their operation and began 
trolling for salmon and albacore, as well as fishing with longlines for rockfish. 
 
Pam’s favorite thing about being a commercial fisherman was the adventure, 
never knowing what the day would bring.  She also loves the camaraderie 
one finds among the fleet, the feeling of being with friends and family no 
matter what port you’ve entered.   
 
One of her favorite memories is of the time she harpooned a swordfish out 
by Santa Barbara Island, hitting the “perfect spot,” right behind the fin on 
her first throw.  She remembers being in the galley, cleaning up after lunch, 
when Butch started banging for her attention.  Grumbling, she went and 
looked, turning to argue that it was a shark the seasoned fishermen saw 
finning in the sun.  “Shut up and shoot,” was all she was told in response. 
 
In addition, from 1999 to 2007, Pam served as an officer and director of the 
Morro Bay Commercial Fishermen’s Organization and, on behalf of that 
organization, organized an annual Blessing of the Fleet still held each spring 
in Morro Bay, and developed a free fish print booth for the Morro Bay Harbor 

“Homeward Bound.”  On board the F/V 
Katherine, commercial fisherman Pam Daniels 
takes a moment from cleaning the last of their 
catch of California halibut to enjoy the fresh 
sea air and the good feeling of being pointed 
toward home.  Photo by Don “Butch” Knapp. 



Festival.  The popular annual program is now sponsored by Central Coast 
Women for Fisheries, Inc. (“CCWF”).  
 
Although no longer found on the back deck of a fishing boat, Pam has 
remained an active part of the Morro Bay fishing community through her 
work on the waterfront and with CCWF. 
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